
 Supporting Those Called by God   
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”   (Acts 1:8) c/o Faith Community Church, 4301 Cleveland Ave. NW, Canton, OH 44709
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KIMBERLY’S CALENDAR

After coming to Christ from Buddhism, after 37 years as an associate, solo, lead and founding pastor in churches ranging 
from 300 to 1,500 members, and after almost 3 years of surveying, encouraging, supporting and coaching pastors as 
well as missionaries, I have deepened in a foundational conviction: ministry begins with the spiritual life of the pastor 
(…missionary…lay leader…individual Christian).   Jesus praised the church in Ephesus for their hard work and 
perseverance.  Yet He had one thing against them: they had forsaken their first love for Him (Rev. 2:1-4).  A church can 
do a lot, a church can even be growing and “successful” by human standards, but it’s always about the Who.  The ‘what” 
comes from Him.  We can lose both when we focus on the “what” and neglect the Who.

 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.  Love your neighbor as yourself,” 
Jesus said (Mtt. 22:37-39).  He is our first love.  And we love, 
because He first loved us (I Jn. 4:19). When we love something 
other than Him (Possessions?  Success?  Results? Reputation? 
….the list goes on) we love something created, rather than the 
Creator.  We break not only the first commandment; we break 
His heart.  This is true - and perhaps especially true - for pastors. 
 
“Do you truly love Me more than anything?” – to paraphrase 
Jesus’ question of Peter. “’Yes, Lord,’ he said,  ‘you know that I love 
you.’”  “Feed My lambs.’” (Jn. 21:15). 
 

“We ought always to thank God for you, brothers, and rightly so, because your faith is growing more and more, and the 
love everyone one of you has for each other is increasing….We constantly pray for you…that by [God’s] power He may 
fulfill every good purpose of your and every act prompted by your faith….May our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God 
our Father, Who loved us and by His grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and 
strengthen you in every good deed and word”  (II Thess. 1:3, 11, 16-17).
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Praise God!  The OA Barnabas Ministry prayer network has grown 
to over 130 prayer warriors!  More are always needed!  To support 
those called by God through the Barnabas Ministry, you can 
donate online at www.ccccohio.org, or make a check out to OA 
Barnabas Ministry and mail to: First Congregational Church, 114 
Church St., Lodi, OH  44254.  Thank you, and God bless you!

Jan 30-31     OA Ministry Clinic, Cohort 1, 3rd retreat, Skyview Ranch, Millersburg

Feb 1-2         OA Ministry Clinic, Cohort 2, 2nd retreat, Camp YNoah, Clinton

Feb 23          Ohio Association winter banquet, Malone University

Apl 24           Ohio Association spring meeting, Parkman Congregational Church. 

   Special guest: Ron Hamilton, Conference Minister.

July                Vision trip, TEAM South Africa
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Earlier in his ministry Steve served as director for 
Campus Crusade for Christ in England.  He has just 
recently retired after serving many years as the 
Counseling Office Director of The Evangelical Alliance 
Mission (TEAM).  Steve has an M.A. in Marital and 
Family Counseling, and is both a Licensed Clinical 
Professional Counselor (LCPC) and a Licensed 
Marriage and Family Therapist (LMFT).  He has 
served as board chair of the Olive Tree Counseling 
Center in Antala, Turkey, as a  Psychological 
Assessment Consultant for Dynamic Church Planting 
International, with Heartstream Resources, Liverpool, 
PA, and with  SIMUSA.  Steve’s legacy at TEAM 
includes not only his wry sense of humor, but also 
a trove of missionaries who have benefitted from 
his wisdom and whose appreciation and respect 
he has won.  In addition, he also leaves behind a 
culture of grace that he cultivated during his years 
with TEAM.  He and Miriam now live in Arkansas 
not only enjoying retirement, but also their new 
granddaughter Millie who lives with her parents 
Aimee and Mike in Illinois!

Matt earned his Doctor of Ministry degree in 
Transformational Leadership.  He is now the 
international director of Heart of a Leader ministries, 
which encourages, trains and equips pastors and 
missionaries throughout the world.  Recently, for 
example, he led in prayer at the Global Lead seminar 
for 100 global leaders at the World Evangelical 
Allicance conference in Goa, India, as one part of 
a fall itinerary in Asia.  Previouly Matt has served 
as an Assistant Professor of Practical Theology at 
Ashland Theological Seminary, where he occupied 
the Charles and Anna Frey Brethren in Christ chair, 
and was the Director of the Excellence in Leadership 
program.  Matt also serves as the Mediterranean 
and European Regional Supervisor for the Brethren 
in Christ World Missions.  In addition to all this, Matt 
is a certified coach with the International Coaching 
Federation.  He is serving as my mentor-coach as I 
prepare for certification with the ICF.  Matt has a gift 
for being “for you” - yet asking those questions which 
challenge and bring out the best in the many pastors 
and church planters he coaches.

Cynthia is the Executive Director of the Malone 
Management Studies program at Malone University 
in Malone’s School of Business and Leadership.   With 
an Executive MBA from Baldwin-Wallace University, 
Cynthia came to Malone from Goodyear Tire & Rubber 
Company, where she had served for many years as a 
manager.  In addition to the demands of leading and 
administering the management program at Malone, 
Cindy finds time to serve with the Springfield 
Cares segment of Hospice of Medina County.  This 
reflects her “people” side.  Among the distinctives 
she has brought to the program at Malone is her 
“personableness.”   Along with the attention to 
detail and performance called for in her supervisory, 
administrative, and teaching capacities, Cynthia 
brings a genuine sense of interest and caring for the 
people that work for her, which helps maximize both 
motivation and outcome.
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Thanks to these Advisory Board members for helping the Barnabas 
Ministry support others called by God in Jerusalem, Judea and 

Samaria, unto the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8)!


